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Question: 
How do I configure my system to boot from an IDE or USB CD-ROM drive? 

Solution: 
Most VersaLogic CPU boards can be booted from an IDE CD-ROM drive (see the note below 
for a list of exceptions). Many VersaLogic CPU boards can be booted from a USB CD-ROM 
drive, as well. Below are the procedures for configuring your system to boot from a CD-ROM 
drive. 

Note: The EPM-CPU-6, EPM-CPU-7, and VSBC-6 boards do not support booting from an IDE 
CD-ROM. 

Configuring to Boot from an IDE CD-ROM 

1. Enter the CMOS Setup screen by pressing Delete during the early boot cycle, and open 
the Basic CMOS Configuration settings. 

2. Verify that the IDE-CD-ROM is declared as “5 = IDE CDROM” in either the ATA DRV 
ASSIGNMENT, ATA DRIVE GEOMETRY or IDE DRIVE GEOMETRY section. (The 
exact name of the section depends on the BIOS version.) 

3. In the BOOT ORDER section, set Boot 1st to CDROM. 
4. Save the configuration and reboot. 

Configuring to Boot from a USB CD-ROM 

1. Enter the CMOS Setup screen by pressing Delete during the early boot cycle. 
2. Open the Custom Configuration settings. If there is a Legacy USB and Booting 

parameter, make sure it is enabled. 
3. Open the Basic CMOS Configuration settings. In the BOOT ORDER section, set Boot 

1st to CDROM. 
4. Save the configuration and reboot. 

Notes:  

 A common mistake people make when trying to boot from a CD-ROM drive is to assign 
a drive letter (typically drive D:) to the CD-ROM drive in DRIVE ASSIGNMENT ORDER, 
and then specify this drive letter as the first boot drive in Boot Order. This does not 
configure the system to boot from the CD-ROM drive. You must follow one of the above 
procedures to configure your system for CD-ROM booting. 

 If you use a bus powered USB CD-ROM drive, it is recommended that you either plug 
the drive into a powered USB hub or, if possible, attach it to an external power source to 
ensure proper operation.  

Related Articles: 

 VT1273 – Linux CD-ROM Won’t Boot 
 VT1339 – EBX-12, USB and Legacy Booting 
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http://www.versalogic.com/kb/KB.asp?KBID=1273
http://www.versalogic.com/kb/KB.asp?KBID=1339

